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Dear Friends,
Many of you were kind enough to say that you were sorry I 
was leaving, and naturally I have mixed feelings about it. I 
was touched by your generosity and kindness in the cards and 
retirement gifts I received from all parts of the congregation in 
Cumbrae, Fairlie and Largs, and by the lunch to celebrate my 
retirement. Julie and I will miss Largs and so many of the 
wonderful people we have known and grown to love.
I am at peace with my decision to retire. A friend said to me 
years ago, ‘It is better to go when they want you to stay, than 
stay when they want you to go!’ Change is a constant on our 
life journey and, while adapting to change can often be 
discombobulating, it also brings new opportunities.
I have enjoyed working with Graham over the past two and a 
half years, and I honestly believe that team working is the way 
forward for ministry in the Church of Scotland. When a team 
works well, as we did, it is so much better than working on 

your own. It allows time for reflection on challenges and can 
also lead to a creative dynamic in moving things forward.
Apart from anything else, it is impossible for one minister to 
please everybody. We all have our own personalities and 
strengths. Ministers are only really great when they are retired 
or dead! When I was in Oban and facing some resistance to 
introducing new hymns, the wise old parish minister said to 
me, ‘Ministers are like hymn books: they are never as good as 
the old one!’
I thank you all for your kindness and for the privilege of 
serving as your minister. I will miss nearly all of you! I pray 
that the congregation of Cumbrae, Fairlie and Largs will find a 
way to navigate the challenges which lie ahead and to thrive 
and grow.
May God’s richest blessing be upon each and every one of you.

Fraternally, Rev David Watson
Cumbrae, Fairlie and Largs (retired)

A LETTER OF THANKS FROM REV DAVID WATSON

This Special Edition Newsletter brings together regular 
groups and activities across the three worship bases of 
Cumbrae, Fairlie and Largs.
Although each group has its usual meeting place, the 
invitation is wider than any one building. Members and 
friends from all parts of the congregation are welcome to 
attend whichever activities suit them best.
For practical reasons, Largs and Fairlie activities are shown 
together first, as the two are only a short drive apart. 

Cumbrae is then shown as its own island section, while 
remaining fully part of our shared congregational life.
Some groups meet for prayer and study, others for music, 
craft, fellowship, food, children’s work or youth activities. 
Please use this edition as an invitation to try something new, 
bring someone along, volunteer where help is needed, or 
simply enjoy friendship across the church family.
This list is not exhaustive, and further groups will be added 
to www.cflchurch.co.uk in due course.

LARGS UNITED GUILD
Largs United Guild meets every Monday at 2.00pm in the 
Dunn Memorial Hall, Church Street, from October until mid-
March.

The aim of the Guild is to invite and encourage men and 
women to commit their lives to Jesus Christ, and to enable 
them to express their faith in worship, prayer and action.

The Guild provides a safe space for friendship and fellowship, 
with a varied programme of speakers and musical afternoons, 
followed by tea and chat. Look out for posters or check the 
church website for the next syllabus. You will be made very 
welcome.

Meets:  Mondays, 2.00pm
Venue:  Dunn Memorial Hall, Church Street
Season:  October to mid-March
Contact:  Christine Gallettie
Email:  christinegallettie@gmail.com

LARGS GOD’S FAMILIES
God’s Families meets on the last Saturday of the month from 
10.30am to 12 noon in the Dunn Memorial Hall. The group 
takes a break in July and starts back in August.

God's Families is 'Church – but different'. There is something 
for everyone. Each gathering begins with a short time of 
informal worship, followed by toys, games, crafts and other 
activities. Snacks and refreshments are available for all.

Please tell family and friends about God's Families. It is a time 
of fun, friendship and fellowship, and all will be made most 
welcome.

Meets:  Last Saturday of the month, 10.30am – 12 noon
Venue:  Dunn Memorial Hall
Break:  No meeting in July; starts back in August
Contact:  Gillian McEleny
Email:  gillianmcelenychurch@yahoo.com
Mobile:  07894 980516

LARGS GROUPS
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Fairlie Depute Session Clerk: Ann Tyler. Tel: 07394340126  Email: anndtyler@gmail.com

LARGS KINGDOM KIDS
Kingdom Kids meets weekly in Largs Parish Church. Children 
gather for a short time of play between 10.45am and 11.00am, 
then join the church service for approximately 15 minutes 
before going to the hall for a Bible story and linked activities.

There is no upper age limit. Older children and young people 
meet in a separate area of the hall for age-appropriate activities. 
The session ends around 12 noon, and snacks are available for 
children and adults. Parents are welcome either to stay in 
church for the service or come to the hall and take part.

Meets:  Sundays, from 10.45am

Venue:  Largs Parish Church and hall

Contact:  Gillian McEleny

Email:  gillianmcelenychurch@yahoo.com

Mobile:  07894 980516

LARGS JOLLY TOTS TODDLER GROUP
Jolly Tots meets on Wednesday mornings from 10.00am to 
11.30am in the Dunn Memorial Hall. The group is open to 
everyone with young children.

There is a variety of toys and play equipment, along with a craft 
activity. Sessions usually begin with singing and dancing. 
Children are offered a healthy snack, while adults can enjoy 
tea, coffee and biscuits. There is no charge, although a small 
donation of £2 is appreciated.

Meets:  Wednesdays, 10.00am – 11.30am

Venue:  Dunn Memorial Hall

Break:  No meetings in July or August

Starts back:  Wednesday 2nd September

Contact:  Victoria  

Email:  victoriamceleny@yahoo.com

THE BOYS’ BRIGADE – 1ST LARGS 
The Boys' Brigade is one of the biggest Christian youth 
organisations in the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland. 
Through weekly meetings, residential experiences and other 
events, it seeks to introduce children and young people to a 
Biblical narrative that offers them the opportunity to live ‘life 
to the full’ through coming to know Jesus for themselves.

There is something for every young person, from camping and 
first aid to sports, games, music and crafts. Members develop 
skills, build confidence, make friends, take responsibility and 
are encouraged to make a real difference in their communities.

Meets:  Fridays at Largs Parish Church

Anchor Boys:  5–8 years, 5.30pm – 6.30pm

Juniors:  8–11 years, 6.45pm – 8.15pm

Company & Seniors:  11–18 years, 7pm – 9pm

Band Practice:  6pm on Mondays and Wednesdays

New session starts:  Friday 11th September 2026

Contact:  David Hannah – Captain

Email:  1largs@boys-brigade.org.uk

Mobile:  07867 958022

LARGS ALL-AGE SUMMER DROP-IN
The All-Age Summer Drop-in hopes to offer a variety of play 
equipment and activities every day for one week in the Dunn 
Memorial Hall during the last week of July. 

This is not only for children and families. Everyone is welcome 
to pop in for fun and fellowship, accompanied by tea, coffee 
and biscuits.
Anyone able to help with tea, coffee or refreshments should 
contact Gillian.
Venue:  Dunn Memorial Hall

Dates/Time: 27th – 31st July / 10.30 – 3pm

Contact:  Gillian McEleny

Email:  gillianmcelenychurch@yahoo.com

Mobile:  07894 980516

THE GIRLS’ BRIGADE – 1ST LARGS 
The Girls’ Brigade is an international Christian youth 
organisation. Its aim is to help girls become followers of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and, through self-control, reverence and a 
sense of responsibility, to find true enrichment of life.

The motto of Girls’ Brigade is ‘Seek, Serve and Follow 
Christ’. At 1st Largs, girls take part in a range of activities 
based around spiritual, physical, educational and service 
activities. Leaders are appointed by the Kirk Session, trained by 
Girls’ Brigade, and work hard to support and encourage the girls.

Meets:  Tuesdays

Venue:  Dunn Memorial Hall

Explorers:  P1–P3, 6.00pm – 7.15pm

Juniors:  P4–P7, 7.00pm – 8.30pm

Brigaders:  S1–S6, 7.00pm – 8.30pm

New session starts:  Tuesday 25th August

Contact:  1st Largs Girls’ Brigade via Facebook

Email:  vickymcgregor@gmail.com

LARGS THURSDAY CONTACT
WOMEN’S GROUP

Providing an opportunity for women to meet with others while 
enjoying a varied programme of activities and speakers. Open 
to women of all ages from 16 upwards, with no upper age limit.

The group meets monthly on the last Thursday of the month in 
either the Largs Parish Church Office or the Choir Room, 
depending on the activity. There is no membership fee. A 
contribution of £2 per meeting is requested to subsidise 
refreshments, and craft evenings are £5 to cover materials.

Meets:  Last Thursday of the month, 7.00pm – 9.00pm

Venue:  Largs Parish Church Office or Choir Room

Break:  No meeting in Dec; summer break in July and Aug

Cost:  £2 per meeting; £5 for craft evenings

Contact:  Fiona Page

Email: ifionapage@btinternet.com

Mobile: 07779 822983

FAIRLIE KINGDOM KIDS
Each Sunday, the young people of the church meet at 9.30am 

and leave during worship for their own time of activities, songs 

and learning. During the school summer holidays, alternative 

activities for children will be available during the service.

Meets:  Sundays, 9.30am
Venue:  Fairlie Church
Restarts:  Sunday 23rd August
Contact:  Ann Tyler
Mobile:  07394 340126

FAIRLIE PRAYER AND STUDY GROUP
This group meets in the Millennium Room of the church at 
10.00am each Thursday. The group uses The Message and 
Church of Scotland Pray Now materials, including Bible 
readings, meditation and prayers.

The group prays for individuals, the churches, neighbours, and 
national and international concerns. Everyone is welcome. 
Prayer requests can be handed in at church or passed to Ann 
Tyler.

Meets:  Thursdays, 10.00am
Venue:  Millennium Room, Fairlie Church
Resumes:  Thursday 20th August
Contact:  Ann Tyler
Mobile:  07394 340126

FAIRLIE LUNCH CLUB
Lunch Club is held on the last Monday of each month in the 

church building. Come along and enjoy homemade soup and 

sandwiches. Donations are welcome.

Meets:  Last Monday of the month, Noon – 2.30pm
Venue:  Fairlie Church building
Starts back:  Monday 28th Sept, then Monday 26th Oct
Contact:  Shirley
Mobile:  07951 576171

FAIRLIE CHOIR
Fairlie Choir starts back on Sunday 6th September in church 

before morning worship at 9.30am. Later in September, 

Wednesday evening practice will also begin. The choir sings 

an introit each week and there is no audition necessary.

Meets:  Sundays before morning worship, 9.30am
Starts back:  Sunday 6th September
Additional practice: Wednesday evenings from later in Sep
Contact:  Derek Goudie – Music Director
Mobile:  07581 392227

FAIRLIE GUILD
Fairlie Guild begins on Tuesday 6th October, meets again on 

Tuesday 20th October, and then continues on the first and third 

Tuesdays of each month. It runs from 2.00pm to 4.00pm in one 

of the church rooms.

Anyone of any age is welcome to come along for an informal 

afternoon of fellowship in the name of Jesus Christ.

Meets:  First and third Tuesdays, 2.00pm – 4.00pm

Starts:  Tuesday 6th October

Contact:  Catherine Brown

Mobile: 07792 822091

FAIRLIE CRAFT CAFÉ
The Craft Café meets on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the 
month from 2.00pm to 4.00pm. Experienced and beginner 
crafters share their skills in a variety of crafts, mainly knitting 
and crochet. The group crafts for personal enjoyment and for 
wider projects, and enjoys chat and a cuppa together.

The current project is hats and scarves for the Blythswood 
Shoebox Appeal. The group has also been knitting and 
crocheting children's hats, cardigans, jumpers, baby clothes, 
blankets and toys. Three large bags were recently sent to the 
Scot Baby Box Appeal for Ukraine, with love and best wishes 
to people in need.

Meets:  Second and fourth Tuesdays, 2.00pm – 4.00pm

Restarts:  Tuesday 8th September

Activities: Knitting, crochet, crafts, projects, chat and a cuppa

FAIRLIE KIRK CAFÉ
This friendly café takes place in the church session house every 
Thursday morning, with no break for summer. Tea, coffee and 
biscuits are served, and all are welcome.

Meets:  Thursdays, 10.30am – 12.30pm

Venue:  Fairlie Church Session House

Cost:  £2

Contact:  Liz Clark

Mobile:  07936 328864

FAIRLIE BOOKSTALLS
Fairlie has two bookstalls. One is in the café and offers a 
variety of fiction on a 'take, read and return — or not' basis. The 
other is a book trolley in the church with a selection of faith 
books and study materials. These can be borrowed but should 
be returned.

There is also a 'book of the month' recommendation. Donations 
of books are welcome.

FAIRLIE GROUPS

Largs Depute Session Clerk: Jim Welsh. Tel: 07769 648340   Email: jim.welsh@sky.com
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Kingdom Kids meets weekly in Largs Parish Church. Children 
gather for a short time of play between 10.45am and 11.00am, 
then join the church service for approximately 15 minutes 
before going to the hall for a Bible story and linked activities.

There is no upper age limit. Older children and young people 
meet in a separate area of the hall for age-appropriate activities. 
The session ends around 12 noon, and snacks are available for 
children and adults. Parents are welcome either to stay in 
church for the service or come to the hall and take part.

Meets:  Sundays, from 10.45am

Venue:  Largs Parish Church and hall

Contact:  Gillian McEleny

Email:  gillianmcelenychurch@yahoo.com

Mobile:  07894 980516

LARGS JOLLY TOTS TODDLER GROUP
Jolly Tots meets on Wednesday mornings from 10.00am to 
11.30am in the Dunn Memorial Hall. The group is open to 
everyone with young children.

There is a variety of toys and play equipment, along with a craft 
activity. Sessions usually begin with singing and dancing. 
Children are offered a healthy snack, while adults can enjoy 
tea, coffee and biscuits. There is no charge, although a small 
donation of £2 is appreciated.

Meets:  Wednesdays, 10.00am – 11.30am

Venue:  Dunn Memorial Hall

Break:  No meetings in July or August

Starts back:  Wednesday 2nd September

Contact:  Victoria  

Email:  victoriamceleny@yahoo.com

THE BOYS’ BRIGADE – 1ST LARGS 
The Boys' Brigade is one of the biggest Christian youth 
organisations in the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland. 
Through weekly meetings, residential experiences and other 
events, it seeks to introduce children and young people to a 
Biblical narrative that offers them the opportunity to live ‘life 
to the full’ through coming to know Jesus for themselves.

There is something for every young person, from camping and 
first aid to sports, games, music and crafts. Members develop 
skills, build confidence, make friends, take responsibility and 
are encouraged to make a real difference in their communities.

Meets:  Fridays at Largs Parish Church

Anchor Boys:  5–8 years, 5.30pm – 6.30pm

Juniors:  8–11 years, 6.45pm – 8.15pm

Company & Seniors:  11–18 years, 7pm – 9pm

Band Practice:  6pm on Mondays and Wednesdays

New session starts:  Friday 11th September 2026

Contact:  David Hannah – Captain

Email:  1largs@boys-brigade.org.uk

Mobile:  07867 958022

LARGS ALL-AGE SUMMER DROP-IN
The All-Age Summer Drop-in hopes to offer a variety of play 
equipment and activities every day for one week in the Dunn 
Memorial Hall during the last week of July. 

This is not only for children and families. Everyone is welcome 
to pop in for fun and fellowship, accompanied by tea, coffee 
and biscuits.
Anyone able to help with tea, coffee or refreshments should 
contact Gillian.
Venue:  Dunn Memorial Hall

Dates/Time: 27th – 31st July / 10.30 – 3pm

Contact:  Gillian McEleny

Email:  gillianmcelenychurch@yahoo.com

Mobile:  07894 980516

THE GIRLS’ BRIGADE – 1ST LARGS 
The Girls’ Brigade is an international Christian youth 
organisation. Its aim is to help girls become followers of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and, through self-control, reverence and a 
sense of responsibility, to find true enrichment of life.

The motto of Girls’ Brigade is ‘Seek, Serve and Follow 
Christ’. At 1st Largs, girls take part in a range of activities 
based around spiritual, physical, educational and service 
activities. Leaders are appointed by the Kirk Session, trained by 
Girls’ Brigade, and work hard to support and encourage the girls.
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Email:  vickymcgregor@gmail.com

LARGS THURSDAY CONTACT
WOMEN’S GROUP

Providing an opportunity for women to meet with others while 
enjoying a varied programme of activities and speakers. Open 
to women of all ages from 16 upwards, with no upper age limit.

The group meets monthly on the last Thursday of the month in 
either the Largs Parish Church Office or the Choir Room, 
depending on the activity. There is no membership fee. A 
contribution of £2 per meeting is requested to subsidise 
refreshments, and craft evenings are £5 to cover materials.

Meets:  Last Thursday of the month, 7.00pm – 9.00pm
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Break:  No meeting in Dec; summer break in July and Aug
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and learning. During the school summer holidays, alternative 

activities for children will be available during the service.

Meets:  Sundays, 9.30am
Venue:  Fairlie Church
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Contact:  Ann Tyler
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FAIRLIE PRAYER AND STUDY GROUP
This group meets in the Millennium Room of the church at 
10.00am each Thursday. The group uses The Message and 
Church of Scotland Pray Now materials, including Bible 
readings, meditation and prayers.

The group prays for individuals, the churches, neighbours, and 
national and international concerns. Everyone is welcome. 
Prayer requests can be handed in at church or passed to Ann 
Tyler.
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Meets:  Last Monday of the month, Noon – 2.30pm
Venue:  Fairlie Church building
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Tuesdays of each month. It runs from 2.00pm to 4.00pm in one 
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Anyone of any age is welcome to come along for an informal 

afternoon of fellowship in the name of Jesus Christ.
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FAIRLIE CRAFT CAFÉ
The Craft Café meets on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the 
month from 2.00pm to 4.00pm. Experienced and beginner 
crafters share their skills in a variety of crafts, mainly knitting 
and crochet. The group crafts for personal enjoyment and for 
wider projects, and enjoys chat and a cuppa together.

The current project is hats and scarves for the Blythswood 
Shoebox Appeal. The group has also been knitting and 
crocheting children's hats, cardigans, jumpers, baby clothes, 
blankets and toys. Three large bags were recently sent to the 
Scot Baby Box Appeal for Ukraine, with love and best wishes 
to people in need.

Meets:  Second and fourth Tuesdays, 2.00pm – 4.00pm
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This friendly café takes place in the church session house every 
Thursday morning, with no break for summer. Tea, coffee and 
biscuits are served, and all are welcome.

Meets:  Thursdays, 10.30am – 12.30pm

Venue:  Fairlie Church Session House

Cost:  £2
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FAIRLIE BOOKSTALLS
Fairlie has two bookstalls. One is in the café and offers a 
variety of fiction on a 'take, read and return — or not' basis. The 
other is a book trolley in the church with a selection of faith 
books and study materials. These can be borrowed but should 
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There is also a 'book of the month' recommendation. Donations 
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CUMBRAE CHOIR
Cumbrae Choir meets every Wednesday from September to 
June and also gathers before worship on Sundays. The choir 
sings a variety of worship songs for anthems and concerts.

Meets: Wednesdays, 7.00pm – 8.30pm, September to June
Sunday practice:  10.15am before worship
Venue:  Cumbrae Church
Contact:  Trudy Welsh
Phone:  01475 530578

TUESDAY PRAYER GROUP
The Tuesday Prayer Group meets on the last Tuesday of the 
month for approximately one hour to pray together. The group 
also meets every Sunday before worship to pray for the 
Sunday service and for all worshipping worldwide. All are 
welcome.
'Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all 
circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.' 1 
Thessalonians 5:16–18

Monthly meeting:  Last Tuesday of the month, 6.15pm
Sunday prayer:  10.40am – 10.50am
Venue:  Multi-Purpose Room
Contact: Eleanor Brown
Email: langeron@btinternet.com

PLANT TO PLATE CUMBRAE
Plant to Plate was set up to teach children about growing their 
own food. Volunteers meet with P1, P2 and P3 children from 
Cumbrae Primary School on Mondays during term time in the 
garden at Cumbrae Parish Church, helping to maintain the 
garden and polycrub.
The children are enthusiastic and eager to learn, and the group 
has great fun working together in the garden. More volunteers 
are needed, as the garden has to be maintained throughout the 
year. Anyone who would like to help will be made very 
welcome.

Meets:  Mondays during term time, 1.30pm
Venue:  Garden at Cumbrae Parish Church
Contact:  Lorraine Fraser
Email:  fraslo1@aol.com

CUMBRAE GUILD
Cumbrae Guild meets fortnightly in the church at 2.00pm from 
Monday 5th October. Members of the congregation and 
friends are welcome to come along to any meeting and enjoy 
fellowship in the name of Jesus Christ.
Until 11th August, the Guild also runs a Coffee Morning every 
Tuesday from 10.30am until 12 noon in the Age Concern Hall 
in the Garrison grounds.

Meets:  Fortnightly Mondays at 2.00pm
Starts:  Monday 5th October
Venue:  Cumbrae Church
Coffee Morning: Tuesdays, 10.30am – 12 noon until 

11th August, Age Concern Hall
Joint leader:  Diane Robertson – 07787 525082
Joint leader:  Irene Baird – 07951 077015

CUMBRAE BIBLE STUDY
Cumbrae Bible Study meets every Thursday morning at 11am 
in the Fishbowl at the Garrison. This central venue was chosen 
because it is close to the GP practice, the Garrison Café and the 
Library, allowing anyone passing by to join if they wish.
The group currently has around 18 people, occasionally 
including fellow islanders from the Church of Our Lady and 
the Cathedral of the Isles. Rather than using a study guide, the 
group reads and explores the meaning and application of God's 
Word for individual lives and for the church family.
The group is currently reading Matthew's Gospel, and often 
alternates with an Old Testament book. It is led by Revd 
Marjory Mackay, but everyone is welcome to contribute.

Meets: Thursdays, 11.00am
Venue:  The Fishbowl at the Garrison
Contact:  Revd Marjory Mackay
Email:  marjorymackay4@gmail.com

WARM WEDNESDAYS
Warm Wednesday offers a warm welcome to all the 
community, old and young, at Cumbrae Parish Church.
From 1.30pm to 3.30pm, the church welcomes parents and 
children aged 1–3. From 2.00pm to 3.00pm, Early Learners 
and staff from Cumbrae Nursery also join in, with older 
brothers and sisters arriving when the school closes at 3.00pm.
Snacks and juice for the young ones, and tea, coffee, cake and 
biscuits for parents, are supplied by church members and the 
school. Please come and join us for a lovely afternoon of 
company and chat.

Meets:  Wednesdays, 1.30pm – 3.30pm
Venue:  Cumbrae Parish Church
Restarts:  25th September 2026
Contact:  Jim Robertson
Email:  jbrbakerman@gmail.com

THE BOYS’ BRIGADE – 1ST MILLPORT 
Through weekly meetings, residential experiences and other 
events, it provides opportunities for children and young people 
to learn, grow and discover in a safe, fun and caring 
environment rooted in the Christian faith.

There is something for every young person, from camping and 
first aid to sports, games, music and crafts. Members develop 
skills, build confidence, make friends, take responsibility and 
are encouraged to make a real difference in their communities, 
while being introduced to a Biblical narrative that offers them 
the opportunity to live ‘life to the full’ through coming to know 
Jesus for themselves.

Meets:  Wednesdays at Millport Town Hall
Anchor Boys:  5–8 years, 6.00pm – 7.30pm
Juniors:  8–11 years, 6.00pm – 7.30pm
Company & Seniors: 11–18 years, 7.30pm – 9.15pm
New session starts:  Wednesday 9th September 2026
Contact:  Jackie Wilson – Captain
Email:  Jwilsonbob@aol.com
Mobile:  07957 716533

CUMBRAE GROUPS

Cumbrae Depute Session Clerk: Eleanor Browne. Email: langeron@btinternet.com  Tel: 07846782456


